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GOVERNOR’S HOUSING COMMITTEE 
 

Meeting Minutes 
October 2, 2012 

4:30 p.m.  
 
 
This meeting of the Governor’s Housing Committee was called to order in the Capitol Building, Hearing 
Room WW55, Boise, ID. 

 
Committee Members Present:  Representative Phylis King    

    Senator Chuck Winder  
  Senator Les Bock 
  Director Teresa Luna, Department of Administration 
 

  Absent:        Representative Max Black 
 
Others Present:  Department of Administration, Ric Johnston, Facility Services Manager,    

  Jennifer Pike, Management Assistant, Margaret Odedo, Management Assistant                                                                                                             
Timberline High  School Volunteers, Carl Breidenbach, Kourtni Ball, Megan 
Cariglio. 

 
CALL TO ORDER by Chairman Winder at 4:30 p.m. 

 
Approval of Minutes – Chairman Winder 

 
Motion: Senator Bock moved to approve the minutes as corrected from the July 3, 2012 meeting. Seconded 
by Representative King. With no further discussion the motion passed. 

 
Chairman Winder reviewed the next agenda item, “History and Operation of the Governor’s Residence” 
indicating that public testimony would be taken after staff has made the presentation.  

 
Ric Johnston, Facility Services Manager, Division of Public Works presented a PowerPoint Presentation (See 
attached).  
 

Committee Question and Answer 

Q. Senator Bock: Did the original 1995 statute perpetually appropriate the monies in the Governor’s 
Residence Fund to the Department of Administration? Did contractors receive compensation for the executive 
residence designs considered by previous governor’s residence committees; specifically designs in 1977, 1988 
and 1994? (Hummel)  What would prevent the Committee from just deeding the house back to the Simplot’s? 
A. Mr. Johnston stated that staff will need to get back to the committee on these questions.   

Q. Representative King: When was the house built, how big is it, what portion is usable. A. Mr. Johnston 
responded that the house was built around 1980 with property consisting of 37 acres. The home is about 7,100 
square feet with two bedrooms and a large great room. Additionally, there are two attached garages 
representing 1,500 square feet.  Q. Representative King then asked for clarification of the basement usage. A. 
Mr. Johnston stated that the basement area is for the heating and cooling and is part of the 7,100 square feet.  
He estimated that the basement is about 400 square feet. 
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Q, Chairman Winder: It appears that through different means that $1,000,000 was established and then 
another $300,000 when Governor Batt’s residence was sold? A. Mr. Johnston responded when the Batt 
residence sold the revenue was put into the fund. Again the fund was first established for about $1,000,000 in 
1990 with the money received plus revenue from the sale of the Batt’s home, growing it to approximately 
*$1,555,000. Q. Chairman Winder asked was that the maximum that the funding reached. A. Mr. Johnston 
responded, I don’t have any answer to that question, but at one time the fund was growing even when the 
stipend was being paid out. Q. Chairman Winder asked what the current balance is.  A. Ms. Luna stated that 
the current balance is just under *$800,000.  

Q. Representative King: To be complete, there are two funds with the Governor’s residence at about a 
$1,000,000 and a private fund. How much is left in the private fund? A. Ms. Luna responded that there are two 
funds. The private fund we used to renovate the house was about *$542,000 and now there is about *$250,000 
left. (*Financial Changes Per Representative King)  

Q. Chairman Winder: Clarification of current cost to maintain the current residence, and who is actually 
paying those costs? Is the entire budget approved paid through the state, how much is actually expended every 
year and does the Simplot family pay a portion? A. Mr. Johnston responded the budget is approved by the 
committee and pays for the state’s portion for the maintenance of the property. The state budgets for $80,000 
for ground maintenance which is only 47% of the total amount. The Simplot Company pays the remaining 
costs difference. The state pays the total cost of electric for the home. 

Chairman Winder then explained that the Committee will begin to take public testimony and since there is not 
a large crowd he would allow up to five minutes for comments. Representative King thanked students from 
Timberline High School for volunteering to help.  

The following individuals provided public testimony: Michael Kostanecki, John Hecht, John Gannon, Ryan 
Johnson, Barbara Kemp, and Robert Fries 

Additional written testimony was provided to the committee. (See attached).  Chairman Winder thanked the 
individuals for testifying and asked the committee if any other business needed to be discussed.   

Motion: Senator Bock motioned to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Representative King. With no further 
discussion the motion passed. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:29 p.m. 
 
 
Margaret Odedo, Management Assistant 
Department of Administration 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment 
 



The Idaho House™  
a.k.a The Governor’s House, serves as the official 

residence of the Governor of Idaho.  

The following presentation was prepared by the 
Department of Administration, at the request of the 

Governor’s Housing Committee, to provide information 
regarding: the history of the governor’s residence in 

Idaho, the status of the current residence, legal 
restrictions on the Simplot property, and options for a 

governor’s residence moving forward. 



The Governor’s Housing Committee  
is charged with the oversight of the governor’s residence  

and the Governor’s Residence Fund  

The committee members as of August 1, 2012 are: 
 

Senator Chuck Winder, Chairman 
Senator Les Bock 

Representative Max Black 
Representative Phylis King 

Teresa Luna, Director, Department of Administration 
 
 
 

The Governor’s Housing Committee and Governor’s Residence Fund 
were created by Idaho Code 67-455 in 1995.  

(Full text of statute on slide 17) 
 
 



Where does the money come from?  
There are 2 funds associated with the Idaho House/Governor’s House.  

 
1. The Governor’s Residence Fund that was created by  

I.C. 67-455 and managed by the Department of 
Administration.  

 
 Consists of funds from the sale of previous governor’s 

residences and a one-time appropriation from the Permanent 
Building Fund (PBF) in 1990 of $778,800.  

 
 

2. The Idaho House Special Project Fund managed by the 
Idaho Community Foundation 

 
 Established in 2004 through private fundraising efforts for the 

purpose of building, buying, or maintaining a governor’s 
residence.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



History 1947 – 1972  
Prior to 1947, Idaho’s governors had provided their own residences.  
 
In 1947, the State purchased the residence at 1805 21st Street in Boise  for $25,000 to serve as 
a governor’s residence. The house was renamed as Idaho’s official Governor’s Mansion and 
remained so for over 40 years. Governor C.A. Robins lived in the house from 1947 to 1950. 
(Governor Cecil Andrus also moved in to the house beginning in 1971.)  
 
In 1967, Access to the 20.98 acres of land on Horizon Drive is via Lot 10, Block D of Horizon 
View subdivision, willed to the State by Mr. & Mrs. R. Nolte. (The deed was completed in 1969).  
 
Also in 1967, a field survey was conducted and a topographical map was prepared for the 20.98 
acres of land on Horizon Drive by Barton, Stoddard, Milholin & Higgins, Inc or Boise, ID.  
 
In 1969, the State, through a quitclaim deed from the City of Boise, acquired a 20.98 acre piece 
of land, located in the Horizon View subdivision, near the Boise foothills, as a site for the building 
of a future governor’s residence. This transfer required that the land had to be used by 1981 or 
would revert back to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  
 
In 1972, a Governor’s Mansion Committee approached Dropping, Kelley, Hosford and LaMarche 
of Boise, ID (now Hummel, LaMarche & Hunsucker Architects) to draw up plans for a governor’s 
residence on the property located in the Horizon View subdivision, near the Boise foothills, above 
the Veteran’s Administration Hospital.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



History 1977 - 1987 
 
In 1977, HB 275 (1977 session laws at 903) was enacted to provide for disposition of the current 
executive residence upon completion of a new residence and to provide for acceptance of gifts 
and endowments for the executive residence. The bill also created an advisory committee to 
advise on the construction and furnishing of the executive residence. The bill provided for the 
creation of a dedicated fund called the Governor’s Residence Account, and the money to be 
“perpetually appropriated and set apart for the purposes for which the moneys are received…” 
Further, spending from such account could only be authorized by the Permanent Building Fund 
Advisory Council (PBFAC) and the Division of Public Works (DPW).  
 
In July 1981, the State of Idaho quitclaimed the 20.98 acre parcel of general fund land, acquired 
from the City of Boise in 1969, to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), in exchange for an 
alternate 15.01 acre parcel of federal land, also in the Horizon View subdivision, under the 
authority of the Recreation and Public Purposes Act. The patent for this 15.01 acre parcel 
indicates that the state must have the consent of the Secretary of the Interior, or his delegate, if it 
attempts to transfer title to or control over the lands to another, or the lands are devoted to a use 
other than a public park or governor’s residence. This property is located on Horizon View Drive 
and has been referred to as the Ft. Boise property as the parcel lies within the Military Reserve 
Park which is owned and managed by the City. 
 
In 1987, SB1012 passed Feb. 24, 1987 – amending Title 67-808c to say that the Governor may occupy 
the Governor’s Residence instead of the Governor shall occupy the Governor’s Residence. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



History 1988 - 1990 
In  January 1988, Hummel, Lamarche & Hunsucker  Architects P.A. drafted a proposal for 
a Governor’s Residence – A Lasting Legacy Project For The Idaho Centennial that would 
consist of an approximately 12,900 s.f. residence with the intention to build at the Horizon 
Drive/Ft. Boise property. 
 
In May 1989, a Fund-Raising Campaign Feasibility Study was conducted by Arnold Schaid, 
Director of the Inaugural Ball Committee. The study determined that to build the 
approximately 12,000 s.f. home and entertainment facility at the Horizon Drive/Ft. Boise 
property could cost as much as $2.7 million.  
 
In 1990, the house on 21st Street was sold. The proceeds from the sale of the house 
($221,200), plus a $778,800 appropriation from the Permanent Building Fund (PBF), 
established a balance of $1 million in the Governor’s Residence Account for the acquisition 
or construction of a Governor’s residence.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



History 1993 - 1995 
In 1993, HB 442, Section 8, appropriated $150,000 from the Governor’s Residence 
Account for the purposes of “planning and designing an Executive Residence.” In addition, 
the Executive Residence Committee was charged with the duty of reviewing the current 
site (Horizon Dr.) and investigating if any other site or structure would suffice as a 
Governor’s residence.  
 
In September 1993, the Division of Public Works (DPW) developed program requirements 
for a State of Idaho Governor’s Residence that would consist of an 8,000 s.f. residence, 
garage and reception hall to be built on the Horizon Dr./Ft. Boise property.  
 
In April 1994, a schematic design for The Executive Residence for the State of Idaho at 
the Horizon Drive/Ft. Boise property was prepared by Darryl Charles McMillen, P.A., Beck 
& Baird Landscape Architecture, and Baumgart Construction, Inc. The 5,187 s.f. home was 
estimated to cost $953,047 to build.  After lengthy discussions, the Permanent Building 
Fund Advisory Council (PBFAC) asked that the design team look at alternate access routes 
to the project site. The main objections being that Horizon Drive was too steep, too narrow, 
and traffic due to the executive residence would be detrimental to the existing 
neighborhood. Eventually the PBFAC voted against approval of these preliminary designs. 
 
In 1995, Governor Phil Batt took office and purchased a home for himself at 2776 South 
Armada Place in Boise.  
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 



History 1995 – 2000 

 
 

During the 1995 Legislative session, SB1234 was adopted as Idaho Code 67-455: 
 
 It created the current Governor’s Housing Committee 
 It transferred the money from the Governor’s Residence Account, and perpetually 

appropriated, to the Department of Administration all moneys in or added to the 
Governor’s Residence Fund.  

 Stipulated that funds are to be used for a governor’s housing allowance, and the 
acquisition, construction, remodel, furnishing, equipping or maintenance of a governor’s 
residence.  

 
Later in 1995, Governor Batt’s approximately 2,700 s.f. home was purchased by the State 
for about $246,000.  
 
In July 1999, at the end of Governor Batt’s term, the State sold the house at 2776 South 
Armada Place in Boise for $262,500 and receipted the funds back into the Governor’s 
Residence Fund. The balance of the Governor’s Residence Fund including sale proceeds 
was $1,397,913.  
 
In 2000, then Governor Dirk Kempthorne began to receive a monthly housing stipend. (See 
slide ? for stipend details).  

 
 
 

 
 



History 2004 - 2005 

 
 

In December 2004, J.R. Simplot & Ester Simplot donated their home, located at 4000 
Simplot Lane, Boise, ID, and the top 37.749 acres of the beautiful hill the house sits atop of, 
to the State of Idaho for use as the governor’s residence. The 7,370 s.f. house, plus 1,151 
s.f. garages, and 37.749 acres, was valued at $2,110,000. One major stipulation that came 
with their generous gift was that the 30’ x 50’ flag behind the house continue to be flown. 
 
In 2005, the Governor’s Housing Committee established a philanthropic gift fund at the 
Idaho Community Foundation  as the Governor’s Housing Committee Fund.  
 
 Moneys were intended to be used for the remodel, reconfiguration, or furnishing of The 

Idaho House.  
 Fundraising efforts were initiated under the direction of Bill Glynn, CEO of Intermountain 

Gas, and Steve Hanks, CEO of Washington Group 
 $100,000 was initially authorized by the Committee for a design/build contract to 

develop a preliminary remodel design and conduct preconstruction services--$91,644 of 
that amount was spent.  

 $45,000 was approved for expenditure of fundraising efforts--$20,456 of that amount 
was spent. 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



History 2005, cont. 
 
 

Later in 2005, the State took ownership of the house and upper part of the surrounding 
property donated by Mr. & Mrs. Simplot.  
 
 The grounds are maintained in a cooperative effort with the Simplot Co. at a 

46.97%/53.03% split, as the State only owns the top 37.749 acres (approx. 47% of the 
total property), and the Simplot Co. retains ownership of the remainder of the original 
property.  

 
In 2005, Kreizenbeck Constructors, Inc were contracted to develop a preliminary design to 
expand and remodel the home located at 4000 Simplot Lane. The Committee approved  
$100,000 for preliminary design work and preconstruction services. Based on the designs 
drawn up, the design provided by Kreizenbeck Constructors, Inc was budgeted to cost $1.9 
million.   
 
In December 2005, the Governor’s Housing Committee trademarked “The Idaho House”.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



History 2006 - 2009 

 
 

 
In 2006, the Governor’s Housing Committee Fund was changed from a philanthropic gift 
fund to a special project fund.   
 
 As of December 2006, $542,000 was raised, with a balance of $397,000 after 

obligations for design fees and marketing costs 
 
In 2008, the Department of Administration began an effort to refurbish and furnish the house 
donated by the Simplot family, The Idaho House/Governor’s House 
 
 All furnishings were purchased with the donated funds maintained by the Idaho 

Community Foundation.  
 Approximately $310,000 of the donated funds were expended to refurbish/remodel and 

furnish the house.  
 
In March 2009, the Idaho House/Governor’s House was declared completed and ready for 
use by the Department of Administration.  
 
 At that time, the Governor ceased to receive the monthly housing stipend 
 

 
 
 

 
 



History of the Governor’s Housing Stipend 

 
 

In mid 2000, prior to Governor Dirk Kempthorne taking office, the Governor’s Housing 
Committee approved a monthly housing stipend of $4,000 per year.  
 

 In FY2001, the stipend increased 3% to $4,120.  

 In FY2002, the stipend increased another 3% to $4,245.  

 The stipend level remained unchanged until November 2004. 

 In November 2004, the Committee approved increasing the stipend to $4,500.  

 The Committee reaffirmed that amount for FY2006, FY2007, FY2008 & FY2009 

 In March 2009, when the Simplot house was declared complete, the Governor 

ceased to receive the stipend.  
 

 
 
 

 
 



Current Costs of Maintaining the Residence 

 
 

The primary expenses for the current governor’s residence include: 
 

 Overhead for services provided by the Department of Administration 
 Grounds Maintenance  
 Electricity 
 Communication expenses (Directv, Wireless Internet, Telephone Landline) 

 
 
 

 
 

FY2013 Approved Budget for the 
Governor’s Residence Fund: 
 
Overhead                                  $8,500 
Communications  $3,400 
Grounds Maintenance $80,000 
Repair & Maintenance $15,000 
Janitorial   $12,000 
Flags   $5,100 
Electricity   $40,000 
Natural Gas  $1,400 
Trash   $700 
Water   $1,000 
Sewer   $300 
Security   $10,000 
 
Total Approved Budget $177,400 

Past 3 Fiscal Year’s Approved Budgets: 
 

FY2012 = $175,600 
FY2011 = $171,110 
FY2010 = $158,045 – Residence Fund 
 $ 72,520* – One-Time Costs  
 $ 50,520 – ICF Remodel Funds 

 
 

*Two of the one-time project requests for 
surveillance and automated sprinkler 
controls, totaling $47,520, were not 
pursued.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Now that we know the history & costs, what’s next?  
For more than 50 years, the various housing committees have on and off again looked at options 
for building or purchasing an suitable governor’s residence. While several plans have been drawn 
up, no structure has ever been approved for construction. The current Governor’s Housing 
Committee has continued to explore the options for the current residence located at 4000 Simplot 
Lane, the property on Horizon Dr./Ft. Boise, and even the possibility of having no official governor’s 
residence. 
 
The questions that arise in each conversation about these options are: 
 
Q: What is the purpose of having a governor’s residence? 
 
A: To meet the social demands and living needs of Idaho’s governors.  
 
Q: Does Idaho need a governor’s residence?  
 
A: There are opinions both ways. Idaho’s governor may not always be from the Boise area, and 
may need a residence in the area. If there is no official residence, then where should the governor 
meet his social and entertaining demands?  Even more questions arise as we continue down this 
path.  
 
Q: What are the legal restrictions imposed on the Simplot gift and the Horizon Dr./Ft. Boise 
properties?  
 
A: There are strict legal restrictions on both properties. See the following slide for more detail.  
 

 
 
 

 
 



Legal Restrictions for the Idaho House 
Idaho House/4000 Simplot Ln.  
 
The Donation Bargain and Sale Deed stipulates that the house be used as a governor’s residence and that the 
flag continue to be flown, lit during the evening, and displayed in a clean condition in good repair.  
 
If the State pursues options to dispose of the property, the Simplot family*  “reserves the right of first refusal to 
purchase the Donated Property and any improvements now or hereafter situated thereon on the same terms and 
conditions of any bona fide offer from a third party to purchase said property for a non-public purpose.” The 
Simplot family would have sixty (60) days from the date they receive a copy of the bona fide third party offer to 
notify the State in writing of their decision to either purchase or not purchase the property . If the Simplot family 
chooses to purchase the property back from the state, the purchase price would be that of the bona fide third 
party offer less $2,110,000 (the appraised value of the Donated Property and all improvements situated thereon 
as of the date of the Donation Bargain and Sale Deed.)  If the Simplot family chooses not to buy back the 
property, they would have to execute and deliver to the state a Quitclaim Deed releasing their first right of refusal, 
which would then be recorded in the records of Ada County, Idaho.  
 
*For the purposes of this explanation, the “Simplot Family” is defined as  “any or all of the children to J.R. Simplot 
or their children, or to any entity in which the [J.R. Simplot Co.] , the children of J.R. Simplot or their children have 
100% ownership or beneficial interest”, as defined in the Donation Bargain and Sale Deed. 
 
Issues to consider with selling the property IF the Simplot family chooses not to buy back the property: 
 
 Access to the house requires right-of-way through the lower part of the property that is owned by the Simplot 

Co.. There is no other access to the house.   
 The maintenance of the property is performed by a Simplot Co. employee through a cooperate agreement  in 

which the State currently pays 47% of the total annual maintenance costs, averaging about $100,000 per year 
expense to the State.  
 

 
 
 

 
 



Legal Restrictions for Horizon Dr./Ft. Boise Property 
Horizon Drive/Ft. Boise Property  
 
The federal government, in the deed to the State, placed the following restrictions: 
 
The land must be used for a public park or a governor’s residence, unless there is specific consent by the 
US Secretary of the Interior to use the land for other purposes. If the land is not used for a public park or 
governor’s residence (or consent is not obtained to use it for other purposes), the land will revert back to 
the US government. 
 
If the State were to attempt to even deed a small portion of the land to another entity, ownership of the 
entire property would revert to the federal government.  
 
 
Issues to consider with this piece of property: 
 
  the property is completely undeveloped 

 
 

 
 



TITLE 67 STATE GOVERNMENT AND STATE AFFAIRS 
CHAPTER 4 LEGISLATURE 

67-455. Governor's housing committee -- Governor's residence fund. (1) There is hereby created the 
governor's housing committee consisting of five (5) appointed members. The following public 
officials shall each appoint one (1) member to serve on the committee: the president pro tempore of 
the senate, the speaker of the house of representatives, the minority leader of the senate and the 
minority leader of the house of representatives and the director of the department of administration. 
Members of the committee shall serve at the pleasure of the appointing public official or his 
successor.  
 (2) There is hereby created the governor's residence fund. All moneys in or added to the 
governor's residence fund and any dividend or interest earnings thereon are hereby perpetually 
appropriated to the department of administration and set apart for the purposes of providing a 
governor's housing allowance and the acquisition, construction, remodel, furnishing, equipping or 
maintenance of a governor's residence and the same shall be available for such purposes 
immediately upon being credited to the account, upon authorization for expenditure being given by 
the governor's housing committee. Upon the direction of the committee, the department shall use 
moneys in the account for any purpose related to a governor's housing allowance or the acquisition, 
construction, remodel, furnishing, equipping or maintenance of a governor's residence. The net 
proceeds from any sale or rental of a governor's residence, or any property related thereto, and of 
any cash or cash-equivalent donation made to the committee, shall be returned to the governor's 
residence fund.  

 
 
 
 
 

 



   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment 
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